
 
 
 
 

Resilience Education | Executive Summary  
 

 
Resilience [Ri-zil-yuhns]: The power to be able to recover readily from adversity or challenge. 
 
At Resilience Education, our mission is to provide high-quality, customized educational programs to 
individuals and organizations that might otherwise go overlooked. Too often, under-resourced 
individuals and budget-strapped organizations cannot afford to access the type of customized 
educational programs that could propel their lives and organizations to new levels. Our goal is to bring 
university-quality programming to these groups in an effort to help move our participants into greater 
economic stability and productivity in society. 
 
The populations we currently engage include prisoners, juvenile offenders, and victims of domestic 
violence, though we see Resilience Education touching many other populations as well. We work with 
correctional facilities, state and local governments, foundations, universities, non-profit organizations, 
corporations and individuals who share our vision to work collaboratively in support of those with 
fewer means and quieter voices, using educational programs and leadership to help address stubborn 
societal challenges. 
 
Our primary objectives are simple – to bring education and leadership to underserved populations 
to build bridges, expand perspectives and improve economic vitality. An ancillary and no less 
important benefit is to broaden the perspectives of our volunteers. Our goal is that the knowledge 
gained in the classroom -- by both participants and our volunteer instructors -- has lasting impact, 
which means securing employment, pursuing higher education and starting new ventures. Ultimately, 
one measure of impact is reduced recidivism. 
 
Using Socratic method, case-driven teaching, we challenge learners to situate themselves within a 
business, educational or personal challenge that the case protagonist faces in order to analyze the 
situation and arrive at a workable solution. In this discussion-based classroom environment, our 
instructors require full student engagement, facilitating a dynamic back-and-forth dialogue that results 
in the delivery of key educational concepts. 
 
Our flagship initiative is a portable suite of Entrepreneurial Reentry Programs featuring a 
case-based, college-level Entrepreneurship curriculum with pedagogical instructional support. 
Additional programs include Financial Capability and Foundations in Business, to build financial 
and leadership acumen for participants. 
 
Our partners include the VA Department of Corrections, the Darden Graduate School of Business 
Administration, the Institute for Business in Society and the Batten Institute at the University of 
Virginia, and the VA Department of Juvenile Justice. New partners include the Columbia Business 
School (Tamer Center for Social Entrepreneurship), New York State Dept. of Corrections and 
Community Supervision (NYDOCCS), Hour Children, the federal Bureau of Prisons (FCC 
Petersburg), and the Fountain Fund. Funding partners include Bamaworks Fund of the Dave Matthews 
Band, the Bankard Fund, First Tennessee Bank, and the Jefferson Trust, an initiative of the UVa 
Alumni Association, along with many generous individuals who share our vision. 
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Program Status | Fall 2017 
 
Background 
Resilience began 7 years ago with a letter from an inmate to then Dean Bob Bruner of the Darden 
Graduate School of Business at the University of Virginia.  That letter landed in the hands of 
Professor Gregory B. Fairchild, a Strategy and Entrepreneurship professor working in economically 
challenged communities with “Main Street” businesses. 
 
Fairchild piloted a program that taught entrepreneurship to inmates at Dillwyn Correctional Center for 
Men in 2011-2012.  The curriculum was, and still is, based on a Certificate for Entrepreneurship 
Professor Fairchild developed for the UVa School of Continuing and Professional Studies. 
 
Today, Resilience Education runs Entrepreneurial Reentry Programs at Dillwyn (men’s) and 
Fluvanna (women’s) state correctional facilities, Petersburg Federal Correctional Institution, and 
Taconic Correctional Facility (NY state).   
 
 

3 Educational Programs: 
Entrepreneurship 

Foundations in Business 
Financial Capability 

 
350+ program graduates | 100+ MBA Volunteer Instructors 

 
 
Resilience Objectives 
 
❏ To develop and deliver high-quality educational programming for underserved populations (i.e. 

incarcerated individuals, returning citizens) leading to Employment, Education, and 
Entrepreneurship. 

 
❏ To build personal and professional skills that promote financial stability. 
 
❏ To reduce recidivism (currently ~23% in Virginia and ~70% nationally; our programs <3%).  
 
❏ To expand the perspectives of our MBA volunteers, future business leaders around the world.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Resilience Education |  www.resilience-education.org  | info@resilience-education.com | March 2018 

http://www.resilience-education.org/
mailto:info@resilience-education.com


 
 
 
 

New & Upcoming Initiatives 
 

❏ Business School Affiliate Chapters 
❏  Columbia University School of Business -- Began Fall 2017 

 
❏ Federal Bureau of Prisons 

❏ Petersburg Federal Correctional Complex -- January 2017:  
Successful Pilot Program - Entrepreneurship 101, completed May 2017 
Darden alumni volunteer instructors in the Richmond area 

 
❏ Juvenile Facilities 

❏ Pilot Program at Beaumont Campus (Richmond) in Fall 2015 
Alumni & VDJJ interest in additional programming with DJJ campus in 
Richmond 

 
❏ Jails & Halfways Houses 

❏ The Guest House Women’s Shelter (Alexandria) -- Spring 2018 
Financial Capabilities Basics - taught by Darden/Resilience alumni 

❏ Achieving Success through Personal Finance -- Summer 2017 
Pilot program at Albemarle Charlottesville Regional Jail (ACRJ) 

 
❏ Reentry Resources 

❏ Partnerships with Organizations (PVCC, OAR, Fountain Fund, etc.) 
❏ Business Mentoring for Graduates & Employer Network 

 
 

Recent & Upcoming Media Attention 
 

❏ Chicago PBS Affiliate (Spring 2016) 
❏ Cville Weekly Cover Article (May 2016), reprinted in Corrections Today (Fall 2016) 
❏ Virginia PBS Program -- Terri Allard (Spring 2017) 
❏ CNBC Documentary -- filming programs & following program graduates (2018) 

 
 

Resilience Education looks forward to partnering with like-minded, results-oriented institutions and 
individuals to develop leaders in often overlooked or unseen places. 
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